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Criteria and Guidelines  

for Early Commencement of Mandatory Approved Pro Bono Work  
 

Overview  

1. Under the mandatory Approved Pro Bono Work (“APBW”) framework, law students are required 
to perform 20 hours of APBW as part of their graduating requirements. Students can start 
performing their mandatory APBW activities after Year 1, Term 2 examinations.  

2. Students who wish to commencement their mandatory APBW earlier than the permitted timeline 
must seek approval from the Singapore Institute of Legal Education (“SILE”) before doing so. 
Approval is granted in exceptional circumstances and at the sole discretion of the SILE Review 
Committee.  

Eligibility  

 
3. Only students who are formally enrolled in an accelerated law programme are eligible to apply for 

early commencement of their mandatory APBW. This includes:  

a. Juris Doctor (“JD”) students enrolled in a two-year accelerated Juris Doctor programme; or  

b. Bachelor of Laws (“LLB”) students enrolled in a three-year accelerated LLB programme.  

4. Students pursuing the standard duration of study are not eligible to apply for early 
commencement of the mandatory APBW. 

Criteria  

 
5. Each application will be considered on its individual merits. Applicants must satisfy both of the 

following criteria:  

a. Valid grounds for early commencement 

i. Applicants must provide clear and specific reasons for seeking to commence their 
mandatory APBW earlier than the permitted timeline. The explanation should 
relate to their academic schedule under an accelerated programme and clarify why 
early commencement is being requested, even though there is ordinarily an 
opportunity to complete the mandatory APWB throughout academic term and 
term breaks.  

b. Sufficient Legal Knowledge and Skills  

i. Applicants must demonstrate that they have acquired sufficient legal knowledge 
and skills to undertake the mandatory APBW effectively. 
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ii. Generally, this will be shown by the completion of the following first-year core law
modules:

(a) Contract Law

(b) Criminal Law

(c) Law of Torts; and

(d) Legal Research & Writing

iii. Where applicants have not completed one or more of the first-year core law
modules, the Review Committee may also consider other relevant experiences that
demonstrate the applicant’s readiness to undertake pro bono work. Such
experiences may include prior legal or non-legal work, internships in legal settings,
community service, or other professional experience that reflects the applicant’s
ability to contribute meaningfully to their mandatory APBW.

Required Supporting Documents 

6. Applicants must complete the prescribed form and submit the following supporting documents:

a. Written confirmation from the university verifying that the applicant is enrolled in an
accelerated law programme. Please note that confirmation of direct admission to the law
programme alone is not sufficient. The university must clearly state that the applicant is
formally enrolled in an accelerated law programme;

b. Written correspondence with the university’s pro bono centre notifying it of the intention to
apply for early commencement of the mandatory APBW. SUSS students should provide prior
written notifications to probono@suss.edu.sg;

c. Latest academic transcript showing the applicant’s completed first-year core law modules.
If the applicant has not yet completed any first-year core law modules, the latest academic
transcript showing the modules undertaken should be provided; and

d. Curriculum vitae and other supporting documents demonstrating relevant legal, law-adjacent,
or non-legal experience (if any).

7. The prescribed form is available for download on the SILE website. All supporting documents listed
above must be submitted together with the completed prescribed form. Incomplete applications
or those without university verification will not be considered.

8. Applications should be submitted by email to sile.probono@sile.edu.sg. Applicants will be notified

of the outcome by email. The decision of the Review Committee shall be final and not subject to

appeal.
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